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9 March 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, more discussion was held about the flask with a silver cover. It was reported
that the late Mrs. Jenneken ter Vree in her will had left sums of $20 each to Rev. Van Raalte, the
First Reformed Church, and Jannes Vriezen. The request to hold English services on Sunday
evening was approved. At the upcoming congregational meeting, several consistory members
would be retiring. Elder Ploeg wished to be declared emeritus.
In Dutch; translated by Rev. William and Mrs. Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 126-127.
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Consistory Meeting of March 9, 1860
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2— (This article of nineteen lines was illegible and crossed out.)
ARTICLE 3 — S. Deur and wife appeared at the meeting at the request of the consistory.
They made the following declaration concerning the notorious missing flask of Mrs.
Schaddelee. S. Deur declares that he found the flask in question on January 24 in the
morning, at approximately 9 o'clock on the public road next to the lots of Bolks. He says
that on the day following, he had informed Mrs. Nijsen, and that his wife had also seen
the flask. The wife testified that this was true and that she had told various people about
this, including Mrs. P. van Stricht, who said that she had sold it later for a few cents. She
was prepared to give $1.00 back if it was ever determined who the owner was.
ARTICLE 4— The president presents a letter from P. van den Berg from Grand Haven, in
connection with the legacy of the late Jenneken ter Vree, who in her last will bequeathed
three sums: $20.00 to Rev. A. C. van Raalte, $20.00 to the First Dutch Reformed Church,
and $20.00 to Jannes Vriesen. The probate court had ordered him to pay these with a
note of $54.50, with interest beginning on
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May 1, 1857, to J. H. Veeneklaasen. This matter was assigned to a committee consisting
of de vries and Plugger. On May 1, 1860, this will be valued at $62.58.
ARTICLE 5 — A request to have an English service on Sunday evenings, which will
involve no expenses, was approved.
ARTICLE 6— C. Hofman entered the meeting requesting an oral or written declaration
clearing his foster daughter, Jaantje van der Tak, in connection with the charges made by
Mrs. Schaddelee and others, who, considering the outcome, had in a grevious manner
accused her in connection with the missing flask. Furthermore, that she spread all kinds
of rumors about it, and he (C. Hofman) wants her to retract the rumors. At the same time,
P. van der Tak, who is involved in this strange development, should be removed from the
home of Schaddelee.
It was decided to give Jaantje van der Tak a written statement adequately justifying her
conduct and to permit her to sign this document, which will also be read at the Sabbath
school. The reason for this is that Mrs. Schaddelee has also behaved badly there, in spite
of the earnest admonition of the elders. Secondly, to require of P. van der Tak a
statement signed in which he retracts his lies and his deliberate accusations against his
sister. This task was assigned to a committee consisting of Keppel, Wakker, and Labots.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to have the congregational meeting on Thursday, March 15,
at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of appointing one-half of the consistory. Some of the
members disagreed with this decision. Nevertheless, it was decided that it was necessary
to go in this direction, and it was decided that the oldest and longest serving members
should be asked to retire. Elder Ploeg has already indicated that, because of old age, he
will not be able to assume other responsibilities and wishes to be looked upon as an elder
emeritus. The members who would then be retiring, in addition to Ploeg, are Apeldoorn,
Broek, Hekhuis, as elders; and Wilterdink and Plugger, as deacons.
ARTICLE 8 — A membership statement was given to Willem Huizinga to Zeeland, dated
March 2, 1860.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Apeldoorn.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk

